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1
ARCUATE FIXATION MEMBER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This patent application is a continuation of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/070,883, filed Mar. 24, 2011, which
is a continuation-in-part of and claims priority to U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 12/761,101, filed Apr. 15, 2010. U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 12/761,101 claims priority to
U.S. provisional patent application No. 61/169,461, filed
Apr. 15, 2009. The disclosures of each application listed in
this paragraph are hereby incorporated by reference as if set
forth in their entireties herein.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates generally to orthopedics,
and in particular relates to fixation systems, intervertebral
implants, and associated surgical methods and procedures
for using same.

BACKGROUND

Spinal fixation systems such as pedicle screw and rod
constructs are commonly used to promote fusion between
intervertebral bodies. The insertion of pedicle screws typi-
cally requires a linear “line-of-approach” trajectory that is
aligned with the longitudinal axis of the screw, in order to
accommodate the access and delivery instruments. Simi-
larly, anchors such as bone screws may be used to directly
fix intervertebral implants to vertebral bodies, typically
requiring the insertion of several screws at unique angles
oblique to the sagittal and/or transverse plane, and thus
multiple lines-of-approach. However, in a variety of surgical
situations, achieving a desired trajectory for screw insertion
can be difficult due to the patient’s anatomy obstructing a
linear line-of-approach. For example, medially-directed
placement of pedicle screws into the sacrum is desirable to
prevent screw loosening and/or pullout, but can be prohib-
ited due to the iliac crest obstructing the linear line-of-
approach.

SUMMARY

In accordance with one embodiment, a bone fixation
member configured to be inserted in a vertebral body
includes a fixation body having opposing proximal and
distal ends and a curved intermediate portion extending
between the proximal and distal ends. A tip configured to cut
into bone is defined at the distal end. A guidance member is
disposed at the tip and extends toward the proximal end of
the body. The guidance member is configured to guide the
tip along an insertion trajectory as the fixation member is
inserted into a vertebral body.

The bone fixation member can be used with an interver-
tebral implant that includes a spacer body that is configured
to be implanted into an intervertebral space. The spacer body
has an outer wall that defines at least a first aperture
extending into the spacer body. The intervertebral implant
also includes an insert that defines a plate. The insert is
configured to be coupled to the spacer body such that the
insert and the outer wall of the spacer body define a second
aperture therebetween.

An alternative intervertebral implant that can be used with
the bone fixation member includes a spacer body that has
upper and lower plates and an outer wall extending between
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2

the upper and lower plates. The spacer body has a plurality
of apertures extending through each of the upper and lower
plates. The intervertebral implant also includes an insert that
defines a plate. The insert is configured to be coupled to the
spacer body such that the insert is disposed opposite at least
a portion of the outer wall.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing summary, as well as the following detailed
description of the preferred embodiments of the application,
will be better understood when read in conjunction with the
appended drawings. For the purposes of illustrating the
arcuate fixation member and intervertebral implants for use
therewith, there are shown in the drawings preferred
embodiments. It should be understood, however, that the
instant application is not limited to the precise arrangements
and/or instrumentalities illustrated in the drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1A is a side elevation view of an arcuate fixation
member constructed in accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 1B is a perspective view of the arcuate fixation
member illustrated in FIG. 1A;

FIG. 2A is a top elevation view of an intervertebral
implant spacer for use with arcuate fixation members, con-
structed in accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 2B is a front elevation view of the intervertebral
implant spacer illustrated in FIG. 2A;

FIG. 2C is a side elevation view of the intervertebral
implant spacer illustrated in FIG. 2A;

FIG. 3A is a front elevation view of an insert plate for use
with the intervertebral implant spacer illustrated in FIGS.
2A-C,

FIG. 3B is a top elevation view of the insert plate
illustrated in FIG. 3A;

FIG. 4A is a front elevation view of a blocking plate for
use with the insert plate illustrated in FIGS. 3A-B;

FIG. 4B is a top elevation view of the blocking plate
illustrated in FIG. 4A;

FIG. 4C is a front elevation view of a blocking plate
similar to the blocking plate illustrated in FIG. 4A, but
constructed in accordance with an alternative embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a side elevation view of a locking screw for use
with the insert plate and blocking plate illustrated in FIGS.
3A-B and 4A-B, respectively;

FIG. 6A is an exploded view of an intervertebral implant
assembly constructed from the intervertebral implant system
components illustrated in FIGS. 1A-5;

FIG. 6B is a perspective view of the intervertebral implant
assembly illustrated in FIG. 6A, in an assembled configu-
ration;

FIG. 6C is a side elevation view of the intervertebral
implant assembly illustrated in FIG. 6B, inserted into an
intervertebral space;

FIG. 7A is a side elevation view of an arcuate fixation
member constructed in accordance with an alternative
embodiment;

FIG. 7B is a front perspective view of the arcuate fixation
member illustrated in FIG. 7A;

FIG. 7C is a rear elevation view of the arcuate fixation
member illustrated in FIG. 7A;

FIG. 7D is a rear perspective view of the arcuate fixation
member illustrated in FIG. 7A;

FIG. 7E is a front perspective view of a portion of the
arcuate fixation member in FIG. 7A, showing a guidance
member;
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FIG. 7F is a rear perspective view of the portion of the
arcuate fixation member in FIG. 7E;

FIG. 7G is a top elevation view of the arcuate fixation
member illustrated in FIG. 7A;

FIG. 7H is a sectional front elevation view of the arcuate
fixation member illustrated in FIG. 7G, taken along line
7H-7H,

FIG. 71 is a rear elevation view of an arcuate fixation
member similar to the arcuate fixation member illustrated in
FIG. 7A, but constructed in accordance with an alternative
embodiment;

FIG. 7] is a rear perspective view of the arcuate fixation
member illustrated in FIG. 71,

FIG. 8A is a top elevation view of an intervertebral
implant spacer for use with arcuate fixation members, con-
structed in accordance with an alternative embodiment;

FIG. 8B is a perspective view of the intervertebral implant
spacer illustrated in FIG. 8A;

FIG. 8C is a front elevation view of the intervertebral
implant spacer illustrated in FIG. 8A;

FIG. 8D is a side elevation view of the intervertebral
implant spacer illustrated in FIG. 8A;

FIG. 9A is a top elevation view of an intervertebral
implant spacer for use with arcuate fixation members, con-
structed in accordance with another alternative embodiment;

FIG. 9B is a perspective view of the intervertebral implant
spacer illustrated in FIG. 9A;

FIG. 9C is a front elevation view of the intervertebral
implant spacer illustrated in FIG. 9A;

FIG. 9D is a side elevation view of the intervertebral
implant spacer illustrated in FIG. 9A;

FIG. 10A is a top elevation view of an insert plate for use
with the intervertebral implant spacers illustrated in FIGS.
8A-D and 9A-D;

FIG. 10B is a front elevation view of the insert plate
illustrated in FIG. 10A;

FIG. 10C is a rear elevation view of the insert plate
illustrated in FIG. 10A;

FIG. 10D is a perspective view of the insert plate illus-
trated in FIG. 10A;

FIG. 10E is a top elevation view of the insert plate
illustrated in FIG. 10A, constructed in accordance with an
alternative embodiment;

FIG. 10F is a top elevation view of the insert plate
illustrated in FIG. 10A, constructed in accordance with
another alternative embodiment;

FIG. 11A is a top elevation view of an intervertebral
implant constructed with an alternative embodiment of the
intervertebral implant spacer illustrated in FIGS. 8 A-D and
the insert plate illustrated in FIGS. 10A-D;

FIG. 11B is a sectional elevation view of the intervertebral
implant illustrated in FIG. 11A, taken along line 11B-11B;

FIG. 12A is a top elevation view of the intervertebral
implant illustrated in FIG. 11A, constructed in accordance
with an alternative embodiment;

FIG. 12B is a top elevation view of the intervertebral
implant illustrated in FIG. 11A, constructed in accordance
with another alternative embodiment;

FIG. 12C is a top elevation view of the intervertebral
implant illustrated in FIG. 11A, constructed in accordance
with still another alternative embodiment;

FIG. 13A is a side elevation view of an intervertebral
implant constructed in accordance with an embodiment; and

FIG. 13B is a side elevation view of the intervertebral
implant illustrated in FIG. 12A, constructed in accordance
with another embodiment.
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FIG. 14A is an exploded view of an intervertebral implant
constructed from the intervertebral implant system compo-
nents illustrated in FIGS. 7A-8D and 10A-D; and

FIG. 14B is a perspective view of the intervertebral
implant illustrated in FIG. 14A, in an assembled configu-
ration.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

Certain terminology is used in the following description
for convenience only and is not limiting. The words “right”,
“left”, “top” and “bottom” designate directions in the draw-
ings to which reference is made. The words “inwardly” and
“outwardly” refer to directions toward and away from,
respectively, the geometric center of the device and desig-
nated parts thereof. The words, “anterior”, “posterior”,
“superior”, “inferior”, “lateral”, “medial”, “sagittal”,
“axial”, “coronal,” “cranial,” “caudal” and related words
and/or phrases designate preferred positions and orientations
in the human body to which reference is made and are not
meant to be limiting.

The words “arcuate” and “curved” as used herein refer
generally to the varying physical geometry of an object
along an axis coincident to the object, for example the
deviation from straightness of the body of an arcuate fixation
member along a central longitudinal axis defined within the
body of the object between its proximal and distal ends.
Generally, with reference to a straight axis projected from a
first end of such an object, as distance from the first end of
the object increases along the central longitudinal axis of the
object, distance between the central longitudinal axis of the
object and the straight axis increases more or less continu-
ously, so that the body of the object defined along its central
longitudinal axis takes on a curved or arcuate shape. The
resulting curvature of the central longitudinal axis may
exhibit a constant or uniform radius with respect to a point
in space defined remotely from the body of the object.
Alternatively, a non-uniform or varying radius of curvature
may be defined. The curvature of the body of the object
defined by the longitudinal axis may also vary in direction
with respect to a Cartesian coordinate system. The curvature
may be uniformly distributed along the body of the object,
for example between the proximal and distal ends of the
object, or may be localized within one or more distinct
segments of the body of the object. The curvature of the
object may be significantly smooth and continuous along its
central longitudinal axis, may be defined by a series of
straight interconnected segments where each successive
segment defines an increasing angle between the central
longitudinal axis of the body of the object and the straight
axis, or any combination thereof.

The words “vertebral body” as used herein should be
interpreted broadly to include all the bones and bony struc-
tures found within and in the immediate proximity of the
human spinal system, including but not limited to those
found in the cervical region, the thoracic region, the lumbar
region, and the sacral curve region.

The terminology intended to be non-limiting includes the
above-listed words, derivatives thereof and words of similar
import.

Referring initially to FIGS. 1A-6C, example embodi-
ments of components of an intervertebral implant system
100 comprising a bone fixation member which can define an
arcuate fixation member 12C as illustrated, an intervertebral
implant spacer 108, an insert plate 116, a blocking plate 132,
and a locking screw 138 are illustrated. Applications of the
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intervertebral implant system 100 could include, but are not
limited to, fixation of the endplate components of a total disc
replacement to vertebral bodies, direct fixation of an
intervertebral implant to vertebral bodies, fixation into
osteoporotic bone, and the like. The use of the systems
and/or methods utilizing arcuate fixation members disclosed
herein are particularly suitable when a linear line-of-ap-
proach for delivering a fixation member is undesirable. It
should be noted that the physical characteristics of the
arcuate fixation members disclosed herein may cause them
to be alternately described as curved fixation members,
arcuate or curved blades, arcuate or curved pins, arcuate or
curved nails, or other terms of similar descriptive import.

As will become appreciated from the description below,
one or more fixation members 12C may be utilized to
securely anchor an assembled configuration of intervertebral
implant system 100 within an intervertebral space between
adjacent vertebral bodies. Unless otherwise indicated, the
intervertebral implant system 100 and its components can be
manufactured from any suitable biocompatible material
known in the art including but not limited to titanium,
titanium alloy such as TAN, commercially pure titanium,
stainless steel, tantalum, polymers such as polyether ether
ketone (PEEK), reinforced plastics, allograft bone, and the
like.

Referring now to FIGS. 1A-B, the arcuate fixation mem-
ber 12C includes a body 102 defining a proximal end 102a
and a distal end 1025 opposite the proximal end. The distal
end 1026 may comprise a tip 104 configured to cut into
underlying structure or bone. The body 102 may further
define an intermediate portion between the proximal end
102a and the distal end 1025 that is curved along a central
curved axis L1. In an embodiment, the intermediate portion
is curved along substantially the entire length of the body
102 between the proximal end 102« and the distal end 1025.
Alternatively, one or more distinct portions of the interme-
diate portion between the proximal end 1024 and the distal
end 10256 may be curved (not shown).

In the illustrated embodiment, the intermediate portion is
curved along the central curved axis L1 in accordance with
a uniform radius of curvature R1. Alternatively, the inter-
mediate portion may define a non-uniform radius of curva-
ture along the central curved axis L.1. In a preferred embodi-
ment, the curvature of the intermediate portion may be
smooth and continuous. Alternatively, the curvature of the
intermediate portion may be defined by a series of substan-
tially straight sections (not shown), with each substantially
straight section aligned along an individual longitudinal axis
corresponding to the individual section, where the magni-
tude of an angle a with respect to a perpendicular reference
axis extended from the proximal end 102a increases in
magnitude with the distance of each subsequent straight
section from the proximal end 102a.

The arcuate fixation member 12C may have a head 106
defined at the proximal end 102q of the body 102. The head
106 may extend radially outward from the proximal end
102a of the body 102 in a direction perpendicular to the
longitudinal axis L.1. In an example embodiment, the head
106 may extend from the body 102 in a direction generally
opposite from the direction of curvature of the body 102, as
depicted in FIGS. 1A-B. In alternative embodiments, the
head 106 may extend from the body 102 in a direction
generally towards the direction of curvature of the body 102.
The head may define an upper surface 106a configured for
multi-angular engagement with a complementary surface of
a delivery instrument, and a lower surface 1065 opposite the
upper surface 1064 and configured to engage another com-
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ponent of the intervertebral implant system 100, for example
the insert plate 116, when the arcuate fixation member 12C
is in a fully inserted position.

Referring now to FIGS. 2A-C, the intervertebral implant
spacer, or spacer 108 is defined by a posterior side 1084, an
anterior side 1085 opposite the posterior side, lateral sides
108¢, an upper surface 108d, and a lower surface 108e
opposite the upper surface. In an example embodiment, a
portion of the posterior side 108a between the lateral sides
108¢ may be curved inwardly in the direction of the anterior
side 1085, defining a rounded, generally rectangular kidney-
like footprint, as depicted in FIG. 2A. In an alternative
embodiment, a portion of the posterior side 108a between
the lateral sides 108¢ may be curved outwardly in a direction
away from the anterior side 1085 (not shown). In another
alternative embodiment, the posterior side 108¢ may be
substantially straight between the lateral sides 108¢, defining
a rounded, generally rectangular footprint (not shown). The
spacer 108 may have a central bore 110 defined there-
through, the shape of which substantially conforms to the
footprint of the spacer 108 (e.g., a rounded, generally
rectangular kidney-like footprint, or a rounded, generally
rectangular footprint, depending upon the geometry of the
posterior side 108a). The central bore 110 can be filled with
bone growth inducing substances to allow bony ingrowth
and to assist in fusion between the spacer 108 and adjacent
vertebral bodies.

In an example embodiment of the spacer 108, the upper
and lower surfaces 1084 and 108¢ may have gripping
structures 1087 such as teeth, spikes, or similar structures,
defined thereon and configured to facilitate gripping engage-
ment between the upper and lower surfaces 1084 and 108e
and the end plates of adjacent vertebral bodies. The teeth 112
may be pyramidal, saw toothed or other similar shapes. In
alternative embodiments of the spacer 108, portions of
and/or the entirety of the upper and lower surfaces 1084 and
108¢ may be substantially smooth and devoid of any pro-
trusions. Upper and lower edges 108/ and 108g, defined
where the upper and lower surfaces 1084 and 108e intersect
with the posterior, anterior, and lateral sides 108a, 1085, and
108¢ respectively around the outer perimeter of the spacer
108, may be rounded (not shown). In an example embodi-
ment, the upper and lower edges 108/ and 108g may be
rounded using a uniform radius of curvature around the
perimeter of the implant. In an alternative embodiment, the
upper and lower edges 108/'and 108g may be rounded using
a non-uniform radius of curvature around the perimeter of
the implant. In another alternative embodiment, the upper
and lower edges 108/ and 108g along the anterior side 1085
may be rounded with a greater radius than the remainder of
the upper and lower edges 108/ and 108g, such that a bull
nose outer surface (not shown) is created on the anterior side
1085 of the implant. Rounding upper and lower edges 108/
and 108g may facilitate easier insertion of the spacer 108,
for example by minimizing required distraction of the end
plates of adjacent vertebral bodies.

In an example embodiment, the spacer 108 has a generally
wedge-shaped side-view profile. As illustrated in FIG. 2C,
this wedge shape is defined by a gradual decrease in the
height of the spacer 108 (as measured between the upper and
lower surfaces 1084 and 108¢) extending between the pos-
terior side 108a in the direction of the anterior side 1085.
The spacer 108 has a generally constant height between
lateral sides 108c¢. In alternative embodiments, the spacer
108 may have a gradual increase in height followed by a
gradual decrease in height extending from one lateral side
108¢ to the other, and/or may have a generally constant
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height between the posterior and anterior sides 108a and
1084, or may have convex and/or concave upper and lower
surfaces 1084 and 108e, thereby defining a gradual increase
in height followed by a gradual decrease in height extending
from the posterior side 108a to the anterior side 1085 and
from one lateral side 108¢ to the other.

A plurality of grooves 112 may be defined on the spacer
108 where the upper and lower surfaces 1084 and 108e
intersect with the anterior side 1085. The grooves 112 may
be concave and may be configured to align with arcuate
grooves 128 of the insert plate 116 when the spacer 108 and
the insert plate 116 are in an assembled configuration. In an
example embodiment, the grooves 112 may be substantially
smooth and devoid of any protrusions. Retaining grooves
114 may be defined within the lateral sides 108¢ of the
spacer 108 between the upper and lower surfaces 1084 and
108¢. The retaining grooves 114 may be configured to
releasably engage complementary engaging ribs 120 of the
insert plate 116.

Referring now to FIGS. 3A-B, the fixation plate, or insert
plate, or insert 116 is defined by a generally C-shaped,
channel-like body 118 that includes an anterior side 118«
with upper and lower sides 1185 and 118¢ opposite each
other, and lateral sides 1184 extending from opposite sides
of the anterior side 118a in a generally perpendicular direc-
tion from the anterior side 118a. The anterior, upper, lower,
and lateral sides 118a, 11856, 118¢, and 1184 may form a
generally channel-like structure (in essence, a cradle) which
may be configured to receive the anterior side 1085 and at
least a portion of the lateral sides 108¢ in partial nested
engagement. As such, the upper and lower sides 1085 and
108¢ may define gradual increases and/or decreases in
height in a posterior direction from the anterior side 118a
and/or between the lateral sides 1084, in order to generally
conform the insert plate 116 to the geometry of the spacer
108. The lateral sides 1184 may have engaging ribs 120
defined thereon at the ends opposite the anterior side 118a,
the engaging ribs 120 configured to be releasably received
within the retaining grooves 114 of the spacer 108.

The anterior side 118a of the insert plate 116 may have a
pair of apertures 122 defined therethrough configured to
receive grasping members of a delivery instrument. In an
example embodiment, the apertures 122 may be D-shaped,
as illustrated in FIG. 3A. However any other aperture shape
may be defined as appropriate. The apertures 122 may have
a retaining rib 124 defined therein configured to engage with
a complementary grasping rib of the delivery instrument.
The anterior side 1184 of the insert plate 116 may also have
a central bore 126 defined therethrough having an inner
surface 1264 with threads configured to engage complemen-
tary threads of a locking screw 138. The anterior side 118a
of the insert plate 116 may also have a concave recess 130
defined therein configured to receive a complementary con-
vex surface 1344 of the blocking plate 132.

The anterior side 118a of the insert plate 116 may also
have a plurality of arcuate grooves 128 defined therethrough
configured to slidably receive the arcuate fixation members
12C and to define an insertion trajectory for each of the
arcuate fixation members 12C. In an example embodiment,
the arcuate grooves 128 may have a generally uniform cross
sectional geometry configured to closely conform to the
cross sectional geometry of the body 102 of the arcuate
fixation member 12C between the head 106 and the distal
end 1025. When an arcuate fixation member 12C is in a fully
inserted position within a respective arcuate groove 128, the
lower surface 1065 of the head 106 will be engaged with the
outer surface of the anterior side 118a of the insert plate 116.
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Because the upper surface 106a of the head 106 will not be
flush with the outer surface of the anterior side 118a of the
insert plate 116 in this configuration, it may be desirable to
omit the blocking plate 132 and the locking screw 138. In an
alternative embodiment, the arcuate grooves 128 have a
recessed ledge defined therein in the area where the arcuate
grooves 128 intersect with the outer surface of the anterior
side 1184 of the insert plate 116, the recessed ledge being
configured to receive the lower surface 1065 of the head 106
when the arcuate fixation member 12C is in a fully inserted
position, such that the upper surface 1064 of the head 106 is
substantially flush with the outer surface of the anterior side
1184 of the insert plate 116.

The arcuate grooves 128 may be disposed about the
central bore 126 in any desired configuration and may define
any insertion trajectories as appropriate. In the example
embodiment depicted in FIGS. 3A-B, the arcuate grooves
128 are defined in opposing quadrants around the central
bore 126, with two arcuate grooves 128 located near the
upper side 1185 and defining two generally cranial insertion
trajectories, and two arcuate grooves 128 located near the
lower side 118¢ and defining two generally caudal insertion
trajectories. It should be noted that this configuration of
arcuate groove 128 locations and arcuate fixation member
12C insertion trajectories is merely an example, and the
scope of the instant disclosure should not be limited thereto.

Referring now to FIGS. 4A-B, the blocking plate 132 is
defined by a generally disc-shaped body 134 with upper and
lower surfaces 134a and 13454 that can be planar as illus-
trated, an anterior surface 134¢, and a posterior surface
134d. The disc-shaped body 134 can further define opposed
side surfaces 1354 and 1355, which can be convexly curved,
extending between the upper and lower surfaces 134a-b. The
upper and lower surfaces 134a and 1345 and the height of
the body 134 (as measured between the upper and lower
surfaces 134a and 134b) may be defined to match the height
(as measured between the upper and lower surfaces 1186
and 118¢) of the anterior side 118a of the insert plate 116
when the blocking plate 132 is in a fully assembled con-
figuration. The anterior surface 134¢ of the body 134 may be
generally planar, or may be defined to match the outer
surface of the anterior side 118a of the insert plate 116 when
the blocking plate 132 is in a fully assembled configuration.
The posterior surface 1344 may be defined as a convex
surface configured to engage with the concave recess 130 of
the insert plate 116 when the blocking plate 132 is in a fully
assembled configuration.

The posterior surface 134d can also be configured to
engage the heads 106 of the arcuate fixation members 12C
inserted into the arcuate grooves 128 of the insert plate 116.
For example, the posterior surface 1344 can operate to drive
the arcuate fixation members 12C into a fully inserted
position within the insert plate 116 as the locking screw 138
is tightened. In addition to driving the arcuate fixation
members 12C into a fully inserted position, the blocking
plate 138 can additionally prevent backout of the arcuate
fixation members 12C. It should be appreciated that the
posterior surface 1344 of the blocking plate 132 is not
limited to the illustrated convex surface, and that the pos-
terior surface 134d can define alternative geometries. For
example, the posterior surface 134d may define a plurality of
angled surfaces, such as four angled surfaces in opposed
quadrants of the posterior surface 1344, each of the angled
surfaces configured to engage with the head 106 of a
corresponding arcuate fixation member 12C.

The body 134 may have an aperture 136 defined there-
through. In an example embodiment, the diameter of the
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aperture 136 may be slightly larger than the diameter of the
central bore 126 of the insert plate 116, such that a locking
screw 138 may be inserted into the aperture 136 with no
interference therebetween. In another embodiment, the
diameter of the aperture 136 may be substantially the same
as that of the central bore 126, and the inner surface of the
aperture 136 may have threads defined thereon, the threads
configured to engage complementary threads of the locking
screw 138. The aperture 136 may further be defined by a
concave recess 136a defined within the anterior surface
134c¢, the concave recess 136a configured to receive the
convex head 142 of the locking screw 138.

It should be appreciated that the blocking plate 132 can be
geometrically configured as desired so as to be received and
nest in the concave recess 362 and coupled to the insert plate
350. For instance, referring to FIG. 4C, the upper and lower
surfaces 134a-b of the disc-shaped body 134 can be curved,
and bow outwards in accordance with one embodiment.
Furthermore, the side surfaces 135a-b can extend substan-
tially straight between the upper and lower surfaces 134a-b.
The disc-shaped body 134 can further define beveled sur-
faces 137a-d that are connected between respective side
surfaces 135a and 1356 and respective upper and lower
surfaces 134a and 134b. Pockets 139 a-b can be defined
extending into the side surfaces 135 a-b, the pockets 139a-b
configured to receive a driving instrument that braces
against the blocking plate 132 so as to drive the locking
screw 138 into the insert plate 350.

Referring now to FIG. 5, the locking screw 138 includes
a shaft 140 that defines longitudinally opposing proximal
and distal ends 140a and 1405, respectively, and a head 142
coupled to the proximal end 140a of the shaft 140, either
directly or indirectly via an unthreaded neck 144 that is
coupled between the proximal end 140q of the shaft 140 and
the head 142. The head 142 can define a generally convex
shape between the interface of the head 142 and the neck
144 that extends outward towards a proximal end 142a of
the head 142. The convex shape of the head may be
configured to engage the concave recess 136a of the block-
ing plate 132. Of course, the head 142 can assume any other
suitable alternative shape as appropriate. Helical threads 146
extend radially out from the shaft 140 at locations at and
between the proximal and distal ends 140a and 1405 that are
configured to engage complementary threads on the inner
surface 126a of the central bore 126 of the insert plate 116.
Thus, a substantial entirety of the shaft 140 between the
proximal and distal ends 140a and 1405 may be threaded.
The distal end 142a of the head 142 may have driving
members 1425 defined therein, designed to engage with
complementary driving members of a delivery instrument. It
should be appreciated that the locking screw 138 can alter-
natively be provided in combination with the blocking plate
132 as a captive locking screw, wherein the locking screw
138 is rotatably retained within the aperture 136 of the
blocking plate 132. It should be appreciated that the head
142 can be externally threaded.

Referring now to FIGS. 6 A-C, an example embodiment of
the intervertebral implant system 100 is illustrated in an
exploded view and in a nearly completely assembled con-
figuration. FIG. 6B depicts the intervertebral implant system
100 partially assembled outside of an intervertebral space
(the blocking plate 132 and locking screw 138 have been
omitted for simplicity). The spacer 108 has been seated
within the insert plate 116 such that the retaining ribs are
seated with the retaining grooves 114 on the lateral sides of
the spacer 108. Four arcuate fixation members 12C have
been inserted through corresponding arcuate grooves 128
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within the insert plate 116, and have been driven to an almost
fully inserted position. In a final assembled configuration,
the arcuate fixation members 12C would be driven into their
fully inserted position, the blocking plate 132 would be
received within the concave recess 130 in the anterior side
of the insert plate 116, and the locking screw 138 would be
driven into the central bore 126 of the insert plate 116 and
finally tightened, thereby blocking the arcuate fixation mem-
bers 12C from backing out of the assembled intervertebral
implant system 100.

FIG. 6C depicts an example embodiment of the interver-
tebral implant system 100 partially assembled inside of an
intervertebral space between adjacent vertebral bodies V6
and V7 (the blocking plate and locking screw have been
omitted for simplicity). As an initial step, the spacer 108 has
been prepared for insertion, for example by being packed a
with bone growth inducing substance and or/having its outer
surfaces properly prepared, and has been seated within the
insert plate 116 such the retaining ribs are seated with the
retaining grooves on the lateral sides of the spacer 108. The
spacer 108 was then inserted into the intervertebral space
between the adjacent vertebral bodies V6 and V7 using a
delivery instrument (not shown). The delivery instrument
was then used to deliver the four arcuate fixation members
12C into the arcuate grooves in the fixation plate 116 and
drive them into an almost fully inserted position. During the
final steps of the assembly process, the delivery instrument
would be used to drive the arcuate fixation members 12C
into their fully inserted position, the blocking plate would be
received within the concave recess in the anterior side of the
insert plate 116, and the locking screw would be driven into
the central bore of the insert plate 116 and finally tightened,
thereby blocking the arcuate fixation members 12C from
backing out of the assembled intervertebral implant system
100.

Now referring generally to FIGS. 7A-14B, alternative
example embodiments of components of the intervertebral
implant system 100, for instance arcuate fixation member
12D, intervertebral implant spacers 316 and 336, and insert
plate 350, are illustrated. Various embodiments of an
intervertebral implant 400 can be constructed from the
components of the intervertebral implant system 100, as
described in more detail below. It should be noted prelimi-
narily that in the interest of brevity, the figures and subse-
quent description pertaining to the arcuate fixation member
12D do not refer to certain features and/or uses of the arcuate
fixation member 12C that may be integrated into the arcuate
fixation member 12D, for example the use of the arcuate
fixation member 12C in combination with above-described
components of the intervertebral implant system 100, for
instance the intervertebral implant spacer 108, the insert
plate 116, the blocking plate 132, or the locking screw 138.
However, embodiments in which those and other features of
the arcuate fixation member 12C are integrated into the
arcuate fixation member 12D are intended to be within the
scope of the instant disclosure.

Referring now to FIGS. 7A-J, an alternative embodiment
of the arcuate fixation member is illustrated. The arcuate
fixation member 12D includes a fixation body, or body 300
defining a proximal end 300a, a distal end 3005 opposite the
proximal end, and an intermediate portion 300c extending
between the proximal and distal ends 300a-b, respectively.
The fixation body 300 has a cross sectional geometry that is
substantially hexagonal, defining opposing laterally convex
front and rear surfaces 300e-f extending between opposing
sides, or edges 300d. The fixation body 300 defines a cross
sectional geometry that is substantially constant throughout
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the intermediate portion 300¢ of the fixation body 300, and
is tapered between lateral surfaces 301 converging along the
edges 3004 near the distal end 3005, defining a tip 302
configured to cut into an underlying structure, such as bone.
The intermediate portion 300¢ of the fixation body 300 is
curved along a central curved axis L1. It should be appre-
ciated that the central curved axis L1 can define an insertion
trajectory of the arcuate fixation member 12D into under-
lying structure, such as a vertebral body. It should be
appreciated that the insertion trajectory can be differently
defined, for example in accordance with alternative geom-
etries of the arcuate fixation member 12D. In an embodi-
ment, the intermediate portion 300c¢ is curved along sub-
stantially the entire length of the fixation body 300 between
the proximal and distal ends 300a-b, respectively. Alterna-
tively, one or more distinct portions of the intermediate
portion 300¢ can be curved (not shown).

In the illustrated embodiment, the intermediate portion
300c is curved along the central curved axis [.1 in accor-
dance with a uniform radius of curvature R1. Alternatively,
the intermediate portion 300c can define a non-uniform
radius of curvature along the central curved axis [.1. In a
preferred embodiment, the curvature of the intermediate
portion 300¢c may be smooth and continuous. Alternatively,
the curvature of the intermediate portion 300c¢ can be defined
by a series of substantially straight sections (not shown),
with each substantially straight section aligned along an
individual longitudinal axis corresponding to the respective
individual section, where the magnitude of an angle o with
respect to a perpendicular reference axis A extended from
the proximal end 300a increases in magnitude with the
distance of each subsequent straight section from the proxi-
mal end 300q. It should be appreciated that the cross
sectional geometry of the fixation body 300 is not limited to
the illustrated substantially hexagonal shape, and that the
fixation body 300 can alternatively be defined with any
suitable cross sectional geometry. It should further be appre-
ciated that the cross sectional dimension of the fixation body
300 may vary, for example increasing or decreasing,
throughout one or more portions of the intermediate portion
300c.

The arcuate fixation member 12D may have a head 304
defined at the proximal end 300qa of the fixation body 300.
The head 304 may extend radially outward from the proxi-
mal end 300a of the fixation body 300 in a direction
perpendicular to the central curved axis 1. In an example
embodiment, the head 304 may extend from the fixation
body 300 in a direction generally towards the direction of
curvature of the fixation body 300, as depicted in FIGS.
7A-D. In alternative embodiments, the head 304 may extend
from the fixation body 300 in a direction generally opposite
from the direction of curvature of the fixation body 300. The
head 304 may define an upper surface 304a configured for
multi-angular engagement with a complementary surface of
a delivery instrument, and a lower surface 3045 opposite the
upper surface 304a and configured to engage another com-
ponent of the intervertebral implant system 100, for example
the insert plate 350, when the arcuate fixation member 12D
is in an inserted position. The head 304 can have one or more
tapered surfaces, for instance surface 304c¢, defined thereon,
the tapered surface 304¢ configured to engage with a
complementary surface in another component of the
intervertebral implant system 100, for example the insert
plate 350, thereby locking the arcuate fixation member 12D
in an inserted position.

The fixation body 300 can define one or more guidance
members, the guidance members configured to guide the tip
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302 along an insertion trajectory as the arcuate fixation
member 12D is inserted into an underlying structure, such as
a vertebral body. In the illustrated embodiments, guidance
members are disposed at distal end 3005 of the fixation body
300, and in particular near the tip 302, but can alternatively
be defined at any location on the fixation body 300. The
fixation body 300 can define guidance members that are
recessed within the fixation body 300, such as the illustrated
flutes 306, or guidance members that comprise projections
extending from the fixation body 300, such as the illustrated
outer wings 303 and/or the keel 308, in any combination. For
example, in the illustrated embodiment, a pair of recessed
guidance flutes, or flutes 306 are defined by a keel 308
disposed between opposing wings 303.

The illustrated flutes 306 are defined by and are disposed
at the tip 302 of the fixation body 300, the flutes 306
extending into the fixation body 300 from the tip 302 along
directions substantially parallel to each other and to the
insertion trajectory of the arcuate fixation member 12D, and
terminating in the intermediate section 300¢ of the fixation
body 300 proximal from the tip 302. In alternative embodi-
ments, the flutes 306 can extend along directions that are
angularly offset or otherwise non-parallel with respect to
each other and/or with respect to the insertion trajectory. The
flutes 306 are not limited to the illustrated length, and can
alternatively be defined to terminate within the tip 302 of the
fixation body, or to extend along any length, up to the
entirety, of the fixation body 300. It should be appreciated
that the flutes 306 can be symmetrically with respect to each
other as illustrated, or asymmetrically. For example the
flutes 306 can be defined with matching or different geom-
etries, equal or different lengths, equal or different depths,
etc.

The illustrated flutes 306 have a substantially “V” shaped
geometry defined by outer wings, or wings 303 defined in
the fixation body 300 and inner surfaces, or keel surfaces
305 defined in the fixation body 300, the wings 303 and keel
surfaces 305 converging in troughs 307. The keel surfaces
305 define a keel 308, as described in more detail below, the
flutes 306 are disposed between respective wings 303 and
the keel 308. It should be appreciated that the wings 303 are
not limited to the illustrated offset wings 303 disposed
adjacent the keel 308 on respective sides of the keel 308, and
that a single, up to a plurality of wings 303 can be defined
at any location in the fixation body 300, for example
substantially centrally between the edges 300d, offset later-
ally toward either edge 300d, or substantially along either
edge 300d. It should further be appreciated that the wings
303 and/or the keel surfaces 305 are not limited to being
defined within the cross sectional geometry of the fixation
body 300, and can alternatively be defined to extend out-
wardly from the fixation body 300, for example from the
front or rear surfaces 300e-fand/or the edges 3004d. It should
further still be appreciated that the geometries of the flutes
306 are not limited to the illustrated “V” shape, and can
alternatively be defined with any suitable geometry.

The keel surfaces 305 define a projection from the fixation
body 300, the projection configured as a guidance member
in the form of a guidance keel, or keel 308. In the illustrated
embodiment, the keel 308 is defined substantially centrally
between the edges 3004 of the fixation body 300, and
disposed between the wings 303. In alternative embodi-
ments, the keel 308 can be laterally offset toward either edge
3004. It should be appreciated that the arcuate fixation
member 12D is not limited to a single keel 308 as illustrated,
and that the fixation body 300 can define a plurality of keels
308 at any locations in the fixation body 300. It should
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further be appreciated that the arcuate fixation member 12D
is not limited to the illustrated configuration of guidance
members, and that the fixation body 300 can be differently
constructed with any number of wings 303, flutes 306, keels
308, or any other guidance members, in any combination.

The fixation body 300 of the arcuate fixation member 12D
can define one or more gripping structures configured to be
retain the arcuate fixation member 12D in an inserted
position within an underlying structure, such as a vertebral
body. The gripping structures can include protrusions
defined on the fixation body 300, such as teeth, spikes, or
similar structures. For example, in the illustrated embodi-
ment, a plurality of teeth 310 are defined in rows on
opposing sides of the fixation body 300, in particular in the
intermediate portion 300c¢ of the fixation body 300 along the
edges 3004. The illustrated plurality of teeth 310 are defined
by a corresponding plurality of substantially “V” shaped
notches 312 defined along the edges 3004 of the fixation
body 300. In the illustrated embodiment, the notches 312 are
defined in parallel directions with respect to each other, such
that the magnitude of an angle f§ between each notch 312 and
the perpendicular reference axis A is maintained. In alter-
native embodiments, the notches 312 can be defined in
directions that are not parallel with respect to each other, for
example such that the magnitude of the angle f§ increases
with the distance of each successive notch 312 from the
proximal end 300qa of the fixation body 300.

It should be appreciated that the gripping structures are
not limited to being defined along the edges 3004 of the
fixation body 300, and that gripping structures supplemental
to, or in lieu of, the illustrated teeth 310 can alternatively be
defined in any other suitable location on the fixation body
300. It should further be appreciated that the gripping
structures are not limited to the gripping structure geometry
of the illustrated teeth 310, and that the fixation body 300
can alternatively define any other suitable gripping structure
geometry. It should further still be appreciated that the
number and/or geometry of the gripping structures can be
defined so to add bone growth surface area to the arcuate
fixation member 12D.

One or more removal members can be defined in the
fixation body 300 of the arcuate fixation member 12D, the
removal members allowing for distraction of the arcuate
fixation member 12D from an underlying structure, such as
a vertebral body. For example, in the embodiment illustrated
in FIGS. 7A-H, a pair of grooves 314 are defined at the
proximal end 3004 of the fixation body 300, the grooves 314
extending into the fixation body 300 from the edges 3004d.
The illustrated grooves 314 are sized to receive complemen-
tary members of a removal tool. In an alternative embodi-
ment illustrated in FIGS. 71-J, a single groove 314 is defined
at the proximal end 300a of the fixation body 300, the
groove 314 extending into the rear surface 300f. It should be
appreciated that the arcuate fixation member 12D is not
limited to the illustrated removal members, and that the
fixation body 300 can be alternatively be defined with one or
more other suitable removal members.

Referring now to FIGS. 8 A-D, an alternative embodiment
of the intervertebral implant spacer, or spacer is illustrated.
The intervertebral implant spacer, or spacer 316 defines a
spacer body, or body 318 configured to be implanted into an
intervertebral space, the spacer body 318 having an outer
wall 318¢ that defines an enclosed perimeter of the spacer
body 318. In the illustrated embodiment, the outer wall 318¢
comprises an anterior wall 318« extending between oppos-
ing ends 3185, a posterior wall 3184 opposite the anterior
wall 3184, and opposing side walls 318e, the side walls 318e
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extending between the ends 3184 of the anterior wall 318a
and the posterior wall 318d. The spacer body 318 defines an
upper surface 318/, and a lower surface 318g opposite the
upper surface. The outer wall 318¢ defines an aperture 322
extending into the spacer body 318 through at least one of
the upper or lower surfaces 318/-g.

A portion, up to an entirety of the anterior wall 3184 can
be curved inwardly toward the posterior wall 3184, defining
an apex of curvature, or apex 320 in the anterior wall 318a
approximately midway between the opposing ends 3185, as
depicted in FIGS. 8A-B. Of course the apex 320 can be
defined at any other location along the anterior wall 318a. In
alternative embodiments, the anterior wall 318a can be
straight between the ends 3185, can be curved outwardly
away from the posterior wall 3184, or can define one or more
distinct straight portions and/or curved portions between the
ends 3185, thereby defining a corresponding number of
apices 320 along the anterior wall 318a. It should be
appreciated that the shape of the perimeter of the spacer
body 318 is not limited to the illustrated geometry, and that
the outer wall 318¢ can be differently constructed to define
an alternatively shaped perimeter geometry of the spacer
body 318.

The spacer body 318 can further include an inner wall
3184, the inner wall 318/ defined so as to divide the aperture
322 defined by the outer wall 318¢ into a plurality of
apertures 322. For example, in the illustrated embodiment,
the inner wall 318/ divides the aperture 322 defined by the
outer wall 318¢ into a pair of apertures 322. The illustrated
inner wall 318/ extends between the apex 320 of the anterior
wall 318a and the outer wall 318¢, in particular between the
apex 320 and substantially the midpoint of the posterior wall
318d. At least one additional aperture 322 can be defined
between the anterior wall 318a and an insert plate, such as
insert plate 350 (See FIGS. 10A-F) when the insert plate 350
is coupled to the spacer 316. One or more of the plurality of
apertures 322 can be filled with bone growth inducing
substances, for example to allow bony growth ingress and/or
egress with respect to the spacer 316 and to assist in fusion
between the spacer 316 and adjacent vertebral bodies.

In alternative embodiments, the spacer body 318 can be
differently constructed, thereby alternatively defining the
plurality of apertures 322. For example, it should be appre-
ciated that the inner wall 318% can alternatively be defined
to extend between any respective locations on the anterior
wall 318a and the outer wall 318¢. It should further be
appreciated that the spacer body 318 is not limited to a single
inner wall 318/ as illustrated, and that alternatively a
plurality of inner walls 318/ having any combination of
straight or curved geometries can be defined, the inner walls
318% of the plurality of inner walls 318/ extending between
a single or multiple locations on the anterior wall 318a and
a single or multiple corresponding locations on the outer
wall 318¢, extending between respective locations on one or
more inner walls 318% and the outer wall 318¢, extending
between a single or multiple locations on the outer wall
318¢, extending from a single or multiple locations on the
anterior wall 318a in a generally outward direction away
from the posterior wall 3184, or any combination thereof. It
should further still be appreciated that the respective thick-
nesses of the anterior wall 318a, the outer wall 318¢, and/or
the inner wall 318/ can be uniform, or can have one or more
portions of varying thickness.

One or more portions, up to an entirety of surfaces of the
spacer body 318, for instance interior surfaces such as the
inner surfaces 318¢' of the outer wall 318¢ and/or the inner
surfaces 318%' of the inner wall 318%, can be configured to
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allow bony ingrowth into the respective surfaces by bone
growth inducing substances disposed into the apertures 322,
for instance to enhance fusion between the spacer 316 and
adjacent vertebral bodies and/or to provide a form of sec-
ondary fixation between an intervertebral implant 400 con-
structed with the spacer 316 and adjacent vertebral bodies.
For example, one or more portions of the inner surface 318¢'
of the outer wall 318¢ can be recessed, defining respective
cavities 324 therein. The cavities 324 can be open to
respective apertures 322, such that the cavities 324 can be
filled with bone growth inducing substances and/or to allow
the above-described bony ingrowth into the cavities 324. It
should be appreciated that the spacer body 318 is not limited
to the illustrated cavities 324, and that the surfaces of the
spacer body 318 can be differently constructed with any
other geometries in order to allow body ingrowth.

The apertures 322 defined in the spacer body 318 can be
configured to be in communication with each other, for
example to facilitate biological communication between
bone growth inducing substances in respective apertures 322
and/or to allow bony growth ingress and/or egress between
the apertures 322. For example, one or more openings, such
as openings 326 can be defined through the outer wall 318¢
and/or the inner wall 3184, the openings 326 placing two or
more of the plurality of apertures 322 in communication
with each other. In the illustrated embodiment, a pair of
openings 326 are defined through the outer wall 318¢, and
in particular the anterior wall 318a. It should be appreciated
that the spacer body 318 can alternatively configured to
define one, up to a plurality of openings 326 through the
outer wall 318¢ and/or the inner wall 318% at any locations
along the outer wall 318¢ and/or the inner wall 318%.

The spacer 316 is configured to be coupled to an insert
plate, such as insert plate 350. Coupling members can be
defined on the spacer body 318, the coupling members
configured to releasably mate with complementary coupling
members of an insert plate. For example, in the illustrated
embodiment, coupling members in the form of retaining
grooves 328 are defined in the ends 3185 of the anterior wall
318a, the retaining grooves 328 extending into the spacer
body 318 from open ends 3284 defined in the lower surface
318¢g and terminating in closed ends 3286 near the upper
surface 318f. The retaining grooves 328 are configured to
receive complementary retaining members, such as the
retaining members 356 defined on the insert plate 350,
therein. The closed ends 3285 of the retaining grooves 328
can operate to retain the retaining members 356 of an insert
plate within the retaining grooves 328 and/or act as stops to
ensure proper alignment between an insert plate and the
spacer 316 during assembly. In an alternative embodiment,
the spacer 316 can be constructed such that the retaining
grooves 328 extend along the entirety of the body 318, such
that both ends 328a-b are open.

Interlocking members can be defined on the coupling
members, the interlocking members configured to be
received in releasably locking engagement with comple-
mentary interlocking members defined on the retaining
members 356 of the insert plate 350. For example, in the
illustrated embodiment, interlocking members in the form of
locking ridges 330 are defined in the retaining grooves 328,
the locking ridges 330 sized to be received in releasably
locking engagement within complementary locking grooves
358 defined on the retaining members 356 of the insert plate
350. In addition to locking the insert plate 350 into position
with respect to the spacer 316, the interlocking members can
be configured to facilitate a desired alignment in the trans-
verse, or cranial-caudal direction between the insert plate
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and the spacer 316. For example, the illustrated locking
ridges 330 are located within the retaining grooves 328 at a
location approximately equal to the height wise midpoint of
the anterior wall 318a, thereby ensuring that when the
retaining members 356 are inserted into the retaining
grooves 328 such that the locking ridges 330 are received in
the locking grooves 358 (see FIG. 11B), the spacer 316 and
the insert plate will achieve a desired transverse alignment
with respect to each other.

The upper and lower surfaces 318f-g of the spacer body
318 can define a plurality of relief members, such as relief
grooves 332, the relief grooves 332 configured to align with
guide apertures 366 of the insert plate 350 (see FIGS.
10A-E) and to partially receive the fixation bodies 300 of
respective arcuate fixation members 12D therein when an
intervertebral implant 400 is assembled from the spacer 316
and an insert plate 350 and one or more arcuate fixation
members 12D are inserted into the guide apertures 366 of the
insert plate 350 and driven into position in an underlying
structure, such as a vertebral body. In the illustrated embodi-
ment, the relief grooves 332 are concave and are substan-
tially smooth and devoid of any protrusions. It should be
appreciated that the spacer 316 can be alternatively con-
structed without the relief grooves 332.

The upper and lower surfaces 318f-g of the spacer body
318 can be configured as bone-engaging surfaces, for
example by defining gripping structures thereon, such as
teeth, spikes, or the like. The gripping structures can be
configured to engage adjacent underlying structures, such as
the endplates of adjacent vertebral bodies, when the interver-
tebral implant 400 is inserted into an intervertebral space. In
the illustrated embodiment, the upper and lower surfaces
318f-g have teeth 334 defined thereon. The teeth 334 may be
pyramidal, saw toothed or other similar shapes. In alterna-
tive embodiments of the spacer 316, portions of, up to the
entirety of the upper and/or lower surfaces 318/-g can be
substantially smooth and devoid of any gripping structures.

The upper perimeter edge, or upper edge 318f and the
lower perimeter edge, or lower edge 318¢g' of the spacer
body 318, defined along the outer periphery of the spacer
body 318 where the outer surface of the outer wall 318¢
intersects with the upper and lower surfaces 318f-g, respec-
tively, can be rounded. Rounding the upper and lower edges
318/"-g' can facilitate easier insertion and/or removal of the
spacer 316, and thus the intervertebral implant 400, from an
intervertebral space, for example by minimizing required
distraction of the end plates of adjacent vertebral bodies.
Distinct portions, up to an entirety of the upper and lower
edges 318f-g' can be rounded using a varying radius of
curvature. For example, in the illustrated embodiment
respective portions of the upper and lower edges 318/-¢'
along the posterior wall 3184 are rounded with a greater
radius of curvature than the remainder of the upper and
lower edges 318f'-g', such that a “bullet tip” profile is defined
on the posterior wall 3184 of the spacer body 318, as
depicted in FIG. 8D. In alternative embodiments, the upper
and lower edges 318/-g' can be rounded using a substan-
tially constant radius of curvature.

The upper and lower surfaces 318f-g can be defined as
partially, up to fully convex surfaces. In the illustrated
embodiment, the convexity of the upper and lower surfaces
318f-g in the anterior-posterior direction between the ante-
rior wall 318a and the posterior wall 3184 differs from the
convexity of the upper and lower surfaces 318/-g in the
lateral direction between the side walls 318e. The upper and
lower surfaces 318f-g are fully convex in the anterior-
posterior direction, and exhibit asymmetric convexity with
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respect to each other, wherein the anterior-posterior convex-
ity of the upper surface 318f7is defined using a shorter radius
than the radius used to define the convexity of the lower
surface 318g. In other words, the upper surface 3187 exhibits
a greater amount of curvature than the lower surface 318g.
The upper and lower surfaces 318/-g are partially convex in
the lateral direction, and exhibit symmetric convexity with
respect to each other, wherein the lateral convexities of the
upper and lower surfaces 318f-g are equal, or mirror images
of each other. In particular, the upper and lower surfaces
318f-g define substantially no convexity in the lateral direc-
tion throughout the region C2, and are convex in the lateral
direction in the regions C1 near the side walls 318e.

It should be appreciated that the geometry of the upper
and lower surfaces 318f-g is not limited to the convexity of
the illustrated embodiment, and that the upper and lower
surfaces 318f-g can be defined with full or partial convexity
in the anterior-posterior and/or lateral directions, with full or
partial concavity in the anterior-posterior and/or lateral
directions, with a combination of partial convexity and
concavity in the anterior-posterior and/or lateral directions,
or with no curvature at all (i.e., substantially flat) in the
anterior-posterior and/or lateral directions. It should further
be appreciated that the regions C1 and C2 can be defined
with wider or narrower widths in the lateral direction. It
should further still be appreciated that the geometry of the
upper and lower surfaces 318f-g can be defined either
symmetrically or asymmetrically with respect to each other.

Referring now to FIGS. 8C-D, the illustrated embodiment
of the spacer 316 has a generally wedge shaped side view
profile defined by a gradual increase in height followed by
a gradual decrease in height between the anterior wall 318«
and the posterior wall 3184, and a generally rectangular
front view profile defined by a generally constant height
throughout the C2 region, and gradually decreasing height
throughout the C1 regions between the opposing ends of the
C2 region and the side walls 318¢. In alternative embodi-
ments the height between the anterior wall 3184 and the
posterior wall 3184 of the spacer 316 may gradually
decrease, may gradually increase, may have a gradual
decrease followed by a gradual increase, or may be generally
constant, while the height between the side walls 318¢ may
increase and/or decrease, or may be generally constant.

The geometry of the spacer 316, for instance the geometry
of the upper and lower surfaces 318f-g and/or the difference
in the height of the body 318 between the anterior and
posterior walls 3184, 3184 defines a lordotic angle 6 of the
spacer 316. The lordotic angle 8 defined by the spacer 316
can be increased and/or decreased by varying the geometry
of the spacer 316. For example, the lordotic angle 6 defined
by the illustrated spacer 316 can be increased by heightening
the anterior wall 3184 of the spacer 316 while maintaining
the height of the posterior wall 3184. In preferred embodi-
ments, the anterior-posterior convexity defined by the upper
surface 318 is increased with increasing magnitude of the
lordotic angle 0, while the anterior-posterior convexity
defined by the lower surface 318g is maintained. It should be
appreciated that when the geometry of the spacer 316 is
alternatively constructed in order to increase or decrease the
lordotic angle 6 defined by the spacer 316, the anterior-
posterior convexity and/or the lateral convexity of the upper
and/or lower surfaces 318f-g can be increased or decreased
in any combination such that the upper and lower surfaces
318f-g are defined the same or differently.

Referring now to FIGS. 9A-D, another alternative
embodiment of the intervertebral implant spacer, or spacer is
illustrated. The intervertebral implant spacer, or spacer 336
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defines a generally hollow spacer body, or body 338 having
an open anterior end 338a defined between opposing ends
3385, an outer wall 338¢ extending around a perimeter of the
spacer body 336 between the ends 3384, and opposing upper
and lower plates 338f-g, the outer wall 338¢ extending
between the upper and lower plates 338/-g. The upper and
lower plates 338/-g define respective upper and lower sur-
faces 338%-i. In the illustrated embodiment, the outer wall
338c is defined by a posterior wall 3384 opposite the anterior
end 3384 and opposing side walls 338e, the side walls 338¢
extending between the ends 3385 and the posterior wall
338d. It should be appreciated that the shape of the perimeter
of the spacer body 338 is not limited to the illustrated
geometry, and that the outer wall 338¢ can be differently
constructed to define an alternatively shaped perimeter
geometry of the spacer body 338.

The spacer body 338 can have a plurality of openings,
such as apertures 340 and/or slots 342 defined therethrough,
for example to allow bony growth ingress and/or egress with
respect to the spacer body 338, the bony growth ingress
and/or egress assisting in fusion between the spacer 336 and
adjacent vertebral bodies and/or providing a form of sec-
ondary fixation between an intervertebral implant 400 con-
structed with the spacer 336 and adjacent vertebral bodies.
In the illustrated embodiment, a plurality of apertures 340
are defined extending through the upper and lower plates
338f-g, and a plurality of slots 342 are defined extending
through the outer wall 338¢. The apertures 340 that extend
through each of the respective plates can have varying
diameters with respect to each other and extend through the
plates at locations that define a pattern that can be repeated
between the upper and lower plates 338/-g such that the each
of the apertures 340 that extend through the upper plate 338/
are aligned with corresponding apertures that extend through
the lower plate 338g with respect to central axes defined
between respective apertures in a substantially transverse
direction to the spacer body 338. The slots 342 are equally
sized and elongate in the transverse direction between the
upper and lower plates 338/-g, and are spaced equally from
each other along the outer wall 338c.

The generally hollow interior of the spacer body 338 can
be filled with bone growth inducing substances, for example
to allow bony growth ingress and/or egress with respect to
the spacer body 338 as described above. It should be
appreciated that spacer body 338 is not limited to the
illustrated apertures 340, that the upper and lower plates
338f-g can alternatively be defined with any number of
apertures 340 of varying diameters and/or locations, and that
the apertures 340 on the upper and lower plates 338f-g,
respectively, can be defined the same or differently. It should
further be appreciated that the spacer body 338 is not limited
to the illustrated slots 342, that the outer wall 338¢ can
alternatively be defined with any number of slots 342 of
varying shapes and/or sizes, and that the slots 342 can be
spaced apart from each other equally or differently. It should
further still be appreciated that the openings defined in the
spacer body 338 are not limited to the illustrated apertures
340 and slots 342, and that openings having any other
geometry can be defined through the spacer body 338 at any
respective locations, in addition to or in lieu of the apertures
340 and slots 342. It should further still be appreciated that
the respective thicknesses of the upper plate 338, the lower
plate 338¢g and/or the outer wall 338¢ can be uniform or can
have one or more portions of varying thickness.

The spacer 336 is configured to be coupled to an insert
plate, such as insert plate 350, such that the open anterior
end 338a is disposed between the posterior end 3384 and the
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insert plate. Coupling members can be defined on the spacer
body 338 of the spacer 336, the coupling members config-
ured to releasably mate with complementary coupling mem-
bers of an insert plate. For example, in the illustrated
embodiment, coupling members in the form of retaining
grooves 344 are defined in the ends 3385 of the anterior end
338a, the retaining grooves 344 extending into the spacer
body 338 from open ends 344a defined in the lower surface
338i and terminating in closed ends 3444 near the upper
surface 338%. The retaining grooves 344 are configured to
receive complementary retaining members, such as the
retaining members 356 defined on insert plate 350, therein.
The closed ends 3445 of the retaining grooves 344 can
operate to retain the retaining members 356 of an insert plate
within the retaining grooves 344 and/or act as stops to ensure
proper alignment between an insert plate and the spacer 336
during assembly. In an alternative embodiment, the spacer
336 can be constructed such that the retaining grooves 344
extend along the entirety of the body 338, such that both
ends 344q-b are open.

Interlocking members can be defined on the coupling
members, the interlocking members configured to be
received in releasably locking engagement with comple-
mentary interlocking members defined on the retaining
members 356 of the insert plate 350. For example, in the
illustrated embodiment, interlocking members in the form of
locking ridges 346 are defined in the retaining grooves 344,
the locking ridges 346 sized to be received in releasably
locking engagement within complementary locking grooves
358 defined on the retaining members 356 of the insert plate
350. In addition to locking the insert plate 350 into position
with respect to the spacer 336, the interlocking members can
be configured to facilitate a desired alignment in the trans-
verse, or cranial-caudal direction between the insert plate
and the spacer 336. For example, the illustrated locking
ridges 346 are located within the retaining grooves 344 at a
location approximately equal to the height wise midpoint of
the anterior end 338a, thereby ensuring that when the
retaining members 356 are inserted into the retaining
grooves 344 such that the locking ridges 346 are received in
the locking grooves 358 (see FIG. 11B), the spacer 336 and
the insert plate will achieve a desired transverse alignment
with respect to each other.

The upper and lower plates 338f-g of the spacer body 338
can define a plurality of relief members, such as relief
grooves 339, the relief grooves 339 configured to align with
guide apertures 366 of the insert plate 350 (see FIGS.
10A-E) and to partially receive the fixation bodies 300 of
respective arcuate fixation members 12D therein when an
intervertebral implant 400 is assembled from the spacer 336
and an insert plate 350 and one or more arcuate fixation
members 12D are inserted into the guide apertures 366 of the
insert plate 350 and driven into position in an underlying
structure, such as a vertebral body. In the illustrated embodi-
ment, the relief grooves 339 define edges 3394 in the upper
and lower surfaces 338/-i that are substantially smooth and
devoid of any protrusions. It should be appreciated that the
spacer 336 can be alternatively constructed without the relief
grooves 339.

The upper and lower surfaces 3384-i of the spacer body
338 can be configured as bone-engaging surfaces, for
example by defining gripping structures thereon, such as
teeth, spikes, or the like. The gripping structures can be
configured to engage adjacent underlying structures, such as
the endplates of adjacent vertebral bodies, when the interver-
tebral implant 400 is inserted into an intervertebral space. In
the illustrated embodiment, the upper and lower surfaces
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3384-i have teeth 348 defined thereon. The teeth 348 may be
pyramidal, saw toothed or other similar shapes. In alterna-
tive embodiments of the spacer 336, portions of, up to the
entirety of the upper and/or lower surfaces 338%-i can be
substantially smooth and devoid of any gripping structures.

The upper perimeter edge, or upper edge 338%' and the
lower perimeter edge, or lower edge 338" of the spacer body
338, defined along the outer periphery of the spacer body
338 where the outer surface of the outer wall 338c¢ intersects
with the upper and lower surfaces 338%-i, respectively, can
be rounded. Rounding the upper and lower edges 338%'-/'
can facilitate easier insertion and/or removal of the spacer
336, and thus the intervertebral implant 400, from an
intervertebral space, for example by minimizing required
distraction of the end plates of adjacent vertebral bodies.
Distinct portions, up to an entirety of the upper and lower
edges 338/'-i' can be rounded using a varying radius of
curvature. For example, in the illustrated embodiment
respective portions of the upper and lower edges 338%'-/'
along the posterior wall 3384 are rounded with a greater
radius of curvature than the remainder of the upper and
lower edges 338/'-i", such that a “bullet tip” profile is defined
on the posterior wall 3384 of the spacer body 338, as
depicted in FIG. 9D. In alternative embodiments, the upper
and lower edges 338/'-i' can be rounded using a substan-
tially constant radius of curvature.

The upper and lower surfaces 338%-i can be defined as
partially, up to fully convex surfaces. In the illustrated
embodiment, the convexity of the upper and lower surfaces
338#-i in the anterior-posterior direction between the ante-
rior end 338a and the posterior wall 3384 differs from the
convexity of the upper and lower surfaces 338%-i in the
lateral direction between the side walls 338e. The upper and
lower surfaces 338k-i are fully convex in the anterior-
posterior direction, and exhibit asymmetric convexity with
respect to each other, wherein the anterior-posterior convex-
ity of the upper surface 338/ is defined using a shorter radius
that the radius used to define the convexity of the lower
surface 338i. In other words, the upper surface 338/ exhibits
a greater amount of curvature than the lower surface 338i.
The upper and lower surfaces 338%-i are partially convex in
the lateral direction, and exhibit symmetric convexity with
respect to each other, wherein the lateral convexity of the
upper and lower surfaces 338%-i are equal, or mirror images
of each other. In particular, the upper and lower surfaces
3384-i define substantially no convexity in the lateral direc-
tion throughout the region C4, and are convex in the lateral
direction in the regions C3 near the side walls 338e.

It should be appreciated that the geometry of the upper
and lower surfaces 338%-i is not limited to the convexity of
the illustrated embodiment, and that the upper and lower
surfaces 338/%-i can be defined with full or partial convexity
in the anterior-posterior and/or lateral directions, with full or
partial concavity in the anterior-posterior and/or lateral
directions, with a combination of partial convexity and
concavity in the anterior-posterior and/or lateral directions,
or with no curvature at all (i.e., substantially flat) in the
anterior-posterior and/or lateral directions. It should further
be appreciated that the regions C3 and C4 can be defined
with wider or narrower widths in the lateral direction. It
should further still be appreciated that the geometry of the
upper and lower surfaces 338%-i can be defined either
symmetrically or asymmetrically with respect to each other.

Referring now to FIGS. 9C-D, the illustrated embodiment
of the spacer 336 has a generally wedge shaped side view
profile defined by a gradual increase in height followed by
a gradual decrease in height between the anterior end 3384
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and the posterior wall 3384, and a generally rectangular
front view profile defined by a generally constant height
throughout the C4 region, and gradually decreasing height
throughout the C3 regions between the opposing ends of the
C4 region and the side walls 338e¢. In alternative embodi-
ments the height between the anterior end 338« and the
posterior wall 3384 of the spacer 336 may gradually
decrease, may gradually increase, may have a gradual
decrease followed by a gradual increase, or may be generally
constant, while the height between the side walls 338¢ may
increase and/or decrease, or may be generally constant.

The geometry of the spacer 336, for instance the geometry
of the upper and lower surfaces 338%-i and/or the difference
in the height of the body 338 between the anterior end 338«
and the posterior wall 3384 defines a lordotic angle 0 of the
spacer 336. The lordotic angle 0 defined by the spacer 336
can be increased and/or decreased by varying the geometry
of the spacer 336. For example, the lordotic angle 6 defined
by the illustrated spacer 336 can be increased by heightening
the anterior end 3384 of the spacer 336 while maintaining
the height of the posterior wall 3384. In preferred embodi-
ments, the anterior-posterior convexity defined by the upper
surface 338#% is increased with increasing magnitude of the
lordotic angle 0, while the anterior-posterior convexity
defined by the lower surface 338/ is maintained. It should be
appreciated that when the geometry of the spacer 336 is
alternatively constructed in order to increase or decrease the
lordotic angle 6 defined by the spacer 336, the anterior-
posterior convexity and/or the lateral convexity of the upper
and/or lower surfaces 338/-i can be increased or decreased
in any combination such that the upper and lower surfaces
3384-i are defined the same or differently.

Referring now to FIGS. 10A-F, alternative embodiments
of the insert plate are illustrated. The insert plate, or insert
350 defines a plate having plate body, or body 352 extending
between opposing plate ends 352a, the plate body 352
defining an anterior side 3524, a posterior side 352¢ opposite
the anterior side, an upper surface 3524, and a lower surface
352¢ opposite the upper surface. In the illustrated embodi-
ments, the anterior side 35256 defines a curved outer periph-
ery of the plate body 352. The plate body 352 can define one
or more insert members, such as insert slots 354, the insert
members configured to receive the complementary members
defined on a delivery, or insertion instrument. It should be
appreciated that the insert members are not limited to the
illustrated insert slots 354, and that the insert members can
be alternatively defined in accordance with the complemen-
tary insert members of a respective delivery instrument.

The insert plate 350 is configured to be coupled to a
spacer, for instance the above-described spacers 316 or 336.
Coupling members can be defined on the plate body 352, the
coupling members configured to releasably mate with
complementary coupling members of a spacer. For example,
in the illustrated embodiments, coupling members in the
form of retaining members 356 are defined on the insert
plate 350, the retaining members being generally “L”
shaped, so as to be slidably received in the retaining grooves
328 or 344 of the spacers 316 or 336, respectively. In the
embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 10A-D and 10F, a “shal-
low” insert plate 350 is depicted, in which the retaining
members 356 are defined on the plate ends 352a, the
retaining members 356 extending outwardly from the pos-
terior side 352¢ of the plate body 352. When the shallow
insert plate 350 is coupled to the spacer 316 (see FIG. 11A),
an aperture 322 is defined between the anterior wall 318a of
the spacer body 318 of the spacer 316 and the posterior side
352¢ of the plate body 352 of the shallow insert plate. In the
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embodiment illustrated in FIG. 10E, a “deep” insert plate
350 is depicted, in which the retaining members 356 are
defined at the ends of side walls 352f that extend from the
plate ends 352a, the retaining members 356 extending
outwardly from the ends of the side walls 352f. When the
deep insert plate 350 is coupled to the spacer 316, an
aperture 322 is defined between the anterior wall 318a of the
spacer body 318 of the spacer 316 and the posterior side
352¢ and side walls 352f'of the plate body 352 of the shallow
insert plate. The volume of the aperture 322 defined by the
spacer 316 coupled to the deep insert plate 350 is greater
than the volume of the aperture 322 defined by the spacer
316 coupled to the deep insert plate 350.

Interlocking members can be defined on the coupling
members, the interlocking members configured to receive
complementary interlocking members, such as the retaining
grooves 328 or 344 defined in the spacers 316 or 336,
respectively, in releasably locking engagement. For
example, in the illustrated embodiments, interlocking mem-
bers in the form of locking grooves 358 are defined in the
ends of the retaining members 356. The locking grooves are
define a height in the transverse direction, and are of
sufficient height to receive the locking ridges 330 or 346 of
the spacers 316 or 336, respectively, therein. In addition to
locking the insert plate 350 into position with respect to a
spacer 316 or 336, the interlocking members can be con-
figured to facilitate a desired alignment in the transverse
direction between the insert plate 350 and the respective
spacer, as described above. In the illustrated embodiments
the locking grooves 358 can define a height that is longer
than the corresponding height of the locking ridges 330 or
346, in order to allow for a limited amount of translation by
the insert plate 350 and the respective spacer with respect to
each other.

It should be appreciated that the insert plate 350 and
spacers 316 and 336 are not limited to the illustrated
configurations of the coupling members and/or interlocking
members. For example, the retaining grooves 328 or 344
could be defined in the insert plate 350, and the retaining
members 356 could be defined on the spacers 316 or 336.
Similarly, the locking ridges 330 or 346 could be defined on
the retaining members 356, and the locking grooves 358
could be defined in the retaining grooves 328 or 344. It
should further be appreciated that the coupling members are
not limited to the illustrated structures of the retaining
grooves 328 and 344 or the retaining members 356. For
example, the respective orientations of the retaining grooves
328 or 344 and the retaining members 356 could be reversed
with respect to the lateral direction. It should further still be
appreciated that the insert plate 350 and spacers 316 and 336
are not limited to the illustrated coupling members and/or
interlocking members, and that any alternative structures
can be employed to couple and/or lock the spacers 316 or
336 and the insert plate 350 with respect to each other.

The upper and lower surfaces 352d-e of the plate body
352 can be configured as bone-engaging surfaces, for
example by defining gripping structures thereon, such as
teeth, spikes, or the like. The gripping structures can be
configured to engage adjacent underlying structures, such as
the endplates of adjacent vertebral bodies, when the interver-
tebral implant 400 is inserted into an intervertebral space. In
the embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 10A-D and 10F, por-
tions of the upper and lower surfaces 352d-¢ have teeth 360
defined thereon. The teeth 360 may be pyramidal, saw
toothed or other similar shapes. In the embodiment illus-
trated in FIG. 10E, the entireties of the upper and lower
surfaces 352d-e have teeth 360 defined therecon. The upper



US 9,445,913 B2

23

and lower edges 3524'-¢' of the upper and lower surfaces
352d-e, respectively, can be rounded. Rounding the upper
and lower edges 3524'-¢' can facilitate easier insertion and/or
removal of the insert plate 350, and thus the intervertebral
implant 400, from an intervertebral space, for example by
minimizing required distraction of the end plates of adjacent
vertebral bodies. Distinct portions, up to an entirety of the
upper and lower edges 3524'-¢' can be rounded using sub-
stantially constant or varying radii of curvature.

The geometry of the upper and lower surfaces 352d-e of
the plate body 352 may be defined to generally conform the
insert plate 350 to the geometry of the spacers 316 or 336.
For example, in the illustrated embodiments, the upper and
lower surfaces 352d-¢ are defined as partially convex sur-
faces. In particular, the upper and lower surfaces 352d-¢
exhibit lateral convexity in the regions C5 near the plate
ends 352a, the convexity on the upper and lower surfaces
352d-e being symmetric with respect to each other. The
height of the insert plate 350 gradually decreases between
the anterior and posterior sides 352b-c, respectively (see
FIGS. 12A-B). It should be appreciated that the insert plate
350 is not limited to the illustrated geometry of the upper
and lower surfaces 352d-e, and that the upper and lower
surfaces 352d-e can be defined with full or partial convexity
in the anterior-posterior and/or lateral directions, with full or
partial concavity in the anterior-posterior and/or lateral
directions, with a combination of partial convexity and
concavity in the anterior-posterior and/or lateral directions,
or with no curvature at all (i.e., substantially flat) in the
anterior-posterior and/or lateral directions. It should further
be appreciated that the regions C5 can be defined with wider
or narrower widths in the lateral direction. It should further
still be appreciated that the geometry of the upper and lower
surfaces 352d-e can be defined either symmetrically or
asymmetrically with respect to each other. It should further
still be appreciated that the height of the insert plate 350
between the anterior and posterior sides 352b-c, respec-
tively, may gradually increase, may have a gradual decrease
followed by a gradual increase, may have a gradual increase
followed by a gradual decrease, or may be generally con-
stant, and that the height between the plate ends 3524 may
increase and/or decrease, or may be generally constant.

The anterior side 3524 of the plate body 352 can define a
concave recess 362, the recess configured to receive the
complementary convex surface of a blocking plate, such as
the blocking plate 132 described above. The insert plate 350
can also have a central bore 364 defined therethrough, the
central bore 364 defining a threaded inner bore surface 364a,
the threads of the inner bore surface 364a configured to
engage complementary threads of a locking screw, such as
the locking screw 138 described above.

The plate body 352 can also have one or more guide
apertures 366 defined therethrough, the guide apertures 366
configured to slidably receive bone fixation members
therein, such as the arcuate fixation members 12D, and to
define insertion trajectories into underlying structures for the
fixation members received therein. In the illustrated embodi-
ments, the guide apertures 366 are defined as substantially
straight guide apertures extending through the plate body
352 from within the concave recess 362 in the anterior side
3525 through the posterior side 352¢. The guide apertures
366 can have substantially uniform cross sectional geom-
etries that are defined to substantially conform to the cross
sectional geometry of the intermediate portion 300c¢ of the
body 300 of the arcuate fixation member 12D.

The guide apertures 366 and/or the arcuate fixation mem-
bers 12D can be configured to releasably lock respective
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arcuate fixation members 12D in inserted positions within
the guide apertures 366. For example, in the illustrated
embodiments, recessed ledges 368 are defined in the surface
of the concave recess 362 around a portion of the perimeter
of each of the guide apertures 366, the recessed ledges 368
configured to receive the lower surfaces 3045 of the heads
304 of respective arcuate fixation members 12D when the
arcuate fixation members 12D are inserted into respective
guide apertures 366. One or more surfaces within the
recessed ledges 368 can be configured to engage with
complementary tapered surfaces defined on the heads 304 of
respective arcuate fixation members 12D, for instance sur-
faces 304¢, thereby locking the arcuate fixation members
12D in respective inserted positions. In an alternative
embodiment, the cross sectional geometries of the guide
apertures 366 can be tapered between the anterior and
posterior sides 352b-¢ of the plate body 352, such that the
arcuate fixation members 12D are press fit within the guide
apertures 366 as they are inserted. Of course the arcuate
fixation members 12D and/or the guide apertures 366 can be
configured such that no locking affect is imparted therebe-
tween. It should be appreciated that the above-described
blocking plate 132 and locking screw 138 can be employed
to secure the arcuate fixation members 12D within inserted
positions in the guide apertures, whether or not the arcuate
fixation members 12D and/or the guide apertures 366 are
configured to releasably lock with respect to each other.

The guide apertures 366 can be disposed about the central
bore 364 at any desired locations and can define any
insertion trajectories as appropriate. In the illustrated
embodiments, the guide apertures 366 are defined in oppos-
ing quadrants around the central bore 364, with two guide
apertures 366 located near the upper surface 3524 and
defining two generally outward and cranial insertion trajec-
tories, and two guide apertures 366 located near the lower
surface 352¢ and defining two generally outward and caudal
insertion trajectories. It should be appreciated that the insert
plate 350 is not limited to the illustrated configuration of
guide aperture 366 locations and insertion trajectories, and
that the insert plate 350 can be differently configured with
any number of guide apertures 366 defined at any locations
on the plate body 352 and having any insertion trajectories.
It should further be appreciated that the guide apertures 366
can be straight, curved along one or more locations between
the anterior and posterior sides 352b-c, respectively, or any
combination thereof.

Referring now to FIGS. 11A-12C, an example embodi-
ment of an intervertebral implant 400 constructed from
components of the intervertebral implant system 100 is
illustrated. In particular, the intervertebral implant 400
includes an insert plate 350 coupled to a spacer 316. The
intervertebral implant 400 can further include one or more
arcuate fixation members 12D, a blocking plate 132, and/or
a locking screw 138 (see FIGS. 14A-B), for example in
accordance with the insert plate 350 provided. It should be
appreciated that the intervertebral implant 400 can be alter-
natively constructed with the spacer 336, that the insert plate
350 can be provided as a shallow insert plate 350 or a deep
insert plate 350 as described above, and that the insert plate
350 can be constructed with or without the guide apertures
366. In the illustrated embodiment, the spacer 316, and in
particular the outer wall 318c¢, is constructed so that the
width W of the spacer 316 in the lateral direction substan-
tially conforms to the width of the insert plate 350 in the
lateral direction. The insert plate 350 coupled to the spacer
316 in the illustrated embodiment is a shallow insert plate
350, as described above. When coupled to each other in an
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assembled configuration, the spacer 316 and the insert plate
350 define a “footprint” of the intervertebral implant 400,
the footprint referring to the shape of the outer periphery of
the intervertebral implant 400 as defined by the outer wall
318c¢ of the spacer 316 and the anterior side 3524 of the
insert plate 350.

It should be appreciated that the intervertebral implant
400 is not limited to the illustrated footprint, and that the
spacer 316 and/or the insert plate 350 can be differently
constructed to define alternative footprints of the interver-
tebral implant 400. For example, the deep insert plate 350,
described above, can be coupled to the spacer 316 in lieu of
the shallow insert plate 350, defining an intervertebral
implant 400 having a larger footprint than the footprint
defined by the shallow insert plate 350 coupled to the spacer
316 (see FIG. 12A). Additionally, when the deep insert plate
350 is coupled to the spacer 316, the aperture 322 defined by
the anterior wall 318a of the spacer 316 and the posterior
side 352¢ of the insert plate 350 is larger than the equivalent
aperture 322 defined when the shallow insert plate 350 is
coupled to the spacer 316. The spacer 316 can also be
differently constructed, for example by defining the outer
wall 318¢ with alternative widths W of the spacer 316 in the
lateral direction and/or depths D of the spacer 316 in the
anterior-posterior direction. For instance, the spacer 316
depicted in FIGS. 12B-C has a greater width and depth than
the spacer 316 depicted in FIGS. 11A and 12A, thereby
defining intervertebral implants 400 with larger footprints
when coupled to the shallow or deep insert plates 350, as
depicted in FIGS. 12B-C, respectively. It should be appre-
ciated that the spacer 336 can similarly be differently con-
structed with varying widths and/or depths, thereby defining
intervertebral implants 400 with differently sized footprints
when coupled to the shallow or deep insert plates 350.

Referring now to FIGS. 13A-B, in addition to providing
for the construction of intervertebral implants 400 defining
varying footprints, the components of the intervertebral
implant system 100 also provide for the construction of
intervertebral implants 400 defining varying lordotic angles.
The lordotic angle 8 of an intervertebral implant 400 can be
defined by the geometry of its component parts, such as the
surface geometry of the components and/or the height of the
components. In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 13A, a
spacer 316 is coupled to an insert plate 350 having a height
that is shorter than the height of the spacer 316 at the ends
318b of the anterior wall 318a. The lordotic angle 0 of the
intervertebral implant 400 is defined by the spacer 316. In an
alternative embodiment illustrated in FIG. 13B, the spacer
316 is identical to the spacer 316 used in constructing the
intervertebral implant 400 depicted in FIG. 13A, but is
coupled to an insert plate 350 having a height that is taller
than the height of the spacer 316 at the ends 3185 of the
anterior wall 318a. The increased height of the insert plate
350 produces a corresponding increase in the magnitude of
the lordotic angle 6 of the intervertebral implant 400. It
should be appreciated that the lordotic angle defined by
intervertebral implants 400 constructed using the spacer 336
can similarly be varied based upon the height of the insert
plate 350 coupled thereto. It should further be appreciated
that the spacers 316 and/or 336 can be differently con-
structed with varying heights, thereby defining intervertebral
implants 400 with different lordotic angles when coupled to
identical insert plates 350.

Referring now to FIGS. 14A-B, an example intervertebral
implant 400 is illustrated in an exploded view containing
selected components of the intervertebral implant system
100, and in an assembled configuration after being inserted
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into an intervertebral space, respectively. The characteristics
of the assembled intervertebral implant 400, for instance the
footprint and/or lordotic angle defined thereby, can be tai-
lored when selecting the individual components, for
example in accordance with region of the spine where the
intervertebral implant 400 will be inserted, particular patient
anatomy, and the like. Thus, the intervertebral implant
system 100 can be described as a modular intervertebral
implant system 100 that allows a surgeon to construct a
patient specific intervertebral implant 400. In the illustrated
example, the spacer 316 and insert plate 350 can be selected
based upon the desired footprint and/or or lordotic angle that
will be defined by the intervertebral implant. The quantity
and length of arcuate fixation members 12C and/or 12D can
also be selected.

Once the components of the intervertebral implant system
100 have been selected, the spacer can be coupled to the
insert plate by inserting the retaining members of the insert
plate into the retaining grooves on the spacer and advancing
the retaining members until the locking ridges are received
in the locking grooves. The intervertebral implant 400 can
then be filled with bone growth inducing substances as
described above and inserted into an intervertebral space
between adjacent vertebral bodies using an insertion, or
delivery instrument (not shown). The arcuate fixation mem-
bers can then be inserted into the guide apertures and driven
into place within the adjacent vertebral bodies. Once the
arcuate fixation members are inserted, a blocking plate can
be disposed into the concave recess in the insert plate and a
locking screw can be driven through the blocking plate and
into the insert plate, thereby securing the intervertebral
implant in an assembled and inserted configuration.

It should be appreciated that a variety of kits can be
provided that contain one or more components of the
intervertebral implant system 100. The components of the
kits may be configured the same or differently. For example,
within a single kit, arcuate fixation members 12C and/or
12D may be provided that have different lengths, different
radii of curvature, differing head configurations, differing
cross sectional geometries, and so on, depending for
example on the type of procedure being performed by a
surgeon, or on the particular anatomies of individual
patients. The kits may also be configured differently with
respect to which components of the intervertebral implant
system 100 are included in the kits. For example, a kit for the
intervertebral implant system 100 may include arcuate fixa-
tion members 12C and/or 12D of different lengths, radii of
curvature, and/or features, and may include one or more of
spacers 108, 316 and/or 336 having different heights, perim-
eter geometries, or surface geometries, or defining different
lordotic angles, insert plates 116 or 350 having different
heights, perimeter geometries, surface geometries, and guide
apertures, blocking plates 132, or locking screws 138.

Although arcuate fixation members and the other com-
ponents of the intervertebral implant system 100 have been
described herein with reference to preferred embodiments or
preferred methods, it should be understood that the words
which have been used herein are words of description and
illustration, rather than words of limitation. For example, it
should be noted that although the intervertebral implant
system 100 has been described herein with reference to
particular structure, methods, and/or embodiments, the
scope of the instant disclosure is not intended to be limited
to those particulars, but rather is meant to extend to all
structures, methods, and/or uses of the intervertebral implant
system 100. Those skilled in the relevant art, having the
benefit of the teachings of this specification, may effect
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numerous modifications to the intervertebral implant system
100 as described herein, and changes may be made without
departing from the scope and spirit of the instant disclosure,
for instance as recited in the appended claims.

What is claimed:

1. A method for fixing an intervertebral implant in an
intervertebral space defined between an upper vertebral
body and a lower vertebral body, the method comprising the
steps of:

inserting the intervertebral implant into the intervertebral

space, the intervertebral implant including a spacer
body and a fixation plate coupled to the spacer body,
the fixation plate defining a plurality of guide apertures
extending therethrough; and

inserting a plurality of curved bone fixation members into

respective ones of the plurality of guide apertures such
that at least one curved bone fixation member of the
plurality of curved bone fixation members is rotation-
ally fixed in a respective at least one of the plurality of
guide apertures as the at least one curved bone fixation
member is inserted into engagement with at least one of
the upper and lower vertebral bodies such that, the
plurality of curved bone fixation members fix the
intervertebral implant to the at least one of the upper
and lower vertebral bodies;

wherein the inserting step includes guiding the at least one

curved bone fixation member along an insertion trajec-
tory through the at least one of the upper and lower
vertebral bodies via a guidance member disposed at
least partially along a distal end of the at least one
curved bone fixation member, the guidance member
including a keel, a first wing disposed adjacent the keel,
and a second wing adjacent the keel opposite the first
wing, where the keel and the first and second wings
guide the at least one curved bone fixation member
along the insertion trajectory.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein each of the plurality of
curved bone fixation members is elongate along a curved
fixation member axis, and the step of inserting the plurality
of curved bone fixation members into the respective ones of
the plurality of guide apertures further comprises inserting
the plurality of curved bone fixation members along respec-
tive curved trajectories into the at least one of the upper and
lower vertebral bodies.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising locking each
of the plurality of curved bone fixation members to the
fixation plate.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising, prior to
inserting the intervertebral implant into the intervertebral
space, packing the spacer body with a bone growth material.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising coupling the
fixation plate to the spacer body.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of inserting the
plurality of curved bone fixation members into the respec-
tive ones of the plurality of guide apertures includes trans-
lating each of the plurality of curved bone fixation members
along a respective guide aperture of the plurality of guide
apertures.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the spacer body defines
an upper vertebra facing surface and an opposed lower
vertebra facing surface, the plurality of guide apertures
includes at least one upper guide aperture that extends
toward the upper vertebra facing surface of the spacer body,
and the step of inserting the plurality of curved bone fixation
members into the respective ones of the plurality of guide
apertures includes:
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inserting at least one first curved bone fixation member
through the at least one upper guide aperture and into
engagement with the upper vertebral body.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the plurality of guide
apertures includes at least one lower guide aperture that
extends toward the lower vertebra facing surface of the
spacer body, and the step of inserting the plurality of curved
bone fixation members into the respective ones of the
plurality of guide apertures includes:

inserting at least one second curved bone fixation member

of the plurality of curved bone fixation members into
the at least one lower guide aperture and into engage-
ment with the lower vertebral body.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising securing a
blocking plate to the fixation plate such that the blocking
plate prevents the plurality of the curved bone fixation
members from backing out of the respective ones of the
plurality of curved guide apertures.

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

selecting one of a plurality of spacer bodies, at least a pair

of the plurality of spacer bodies defining a different at
least one of a size and shape; and

coupling one of a plurality of fixation plates to the

selected one of the plurality of spacer bodies so as to
define the intervertebral implant.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the spacer body
includes at least one aperture extending therethrough.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the spacer body
includes an upper plate and a lower plate, the upper plate
defines an upper surface, and the lower plate defines a lower
surface, the spacer body being a hollow spacer body defining
a hollow region that extends between the upper and lower
plates.

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising packing
the hollow spacer body with a bone growth material.

14. The method of claim 1, wherein the spacer body
defines 1) an upper surface, 2) an opposed lower surface, and
3) an outer wall that extends from the upper surface to the
lower surface, the outer wall at least partially defining a pair
of apertures that each extends through the upper and lower
surfaces, the spacer body further including an inner wall that
separates one of the pair of apertures from the other of the
pair of apertures, wherein the method includes,

positioning the fixation plate on the spacer body so that

the fixation plate and the outer wall define an additional
aperture therebetween, the additional aperture being
aligned with the inner wall.

15. The method of claim 14, further comprising packing
the pair of apertures with a bone growth material.

16. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one curved
bone fixation member defines a proximal end, a distal end
spaced from the proximal end along a curved fixation
member axis, and a curved fixation body extending along the
curved fixation member axis, the curved fixation body
defining a cross-sectional shape that conforms to the respec-
tive at least one of the plurality of guide apertures such that
the curved fixation body is rotatably fixed in the respective
at least one of the plurality of guide apertures when inserted
into the respective at least one of the plurality of guide
apertures.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the distal end defines
a tapered tip that extends distally from the curved fixation
body, the tapered tip configured to cut into the respective
upper and lower vertebral bodies.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the curved fixation
body defines a first cross-sectional dimension that is per-
pendicular to the curved fixation member axis, a second
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cross-sectional dimension that is perpendicular the first
cross-sectional dimension, and a third cross-sectional
dimension that is perpendicular to the first and second
cross-sectional dimensions, wherein the first, second and
third cross-sectional dimensions pass through the curved
fixation member axis, and the tapered tip tapers from each
of the first, second and third cross-sectional dimensions
toward the curved fixation member axis.

19. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of guide
apertures are curved.
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